
Our Stewardship of the Earth 

Humanity’s Challenge Benefit from  

Mother Earth and what she has to offer without 
overburdening her to the point of causing harm 
to her and us. 

The Holy Quran – chapter: The Cow – verse: 60 

“So eat and drink of the bounty 

provided by Allah, and do neither 

evil nor mischief on the (face of 

the) earth.” 

Humanity’s Culpability When we  

don’t heed the warning and take wise 
responsibility of our bounties we are the ones 
who ultimately suffer the consequences. 

The Holy Quran - chapter: The Romans – verse: 41 

“Ruin has appeared on the land 

and sea, because of what the 

hands of man have earned, that 

God may give them a taste of 

some of their deeds: in order that 

they may turn back (from evil).” 

Humanity’s Responsibility 
Safeguard the bounties we are given and let 
them be shared equitably between all of 
Adam’s children based on God-given rights and 
universal principals. 

Islam’s Stewardship Principals 

I. Only Allah has dominion over the Earth 

“Say, in whose hand is the dominion of all 
things and He protects while none can 
protect against Him, if ye know?" They will 
say, "To Allah." Say, "How then are you 
deceived and turn away from the truth?" 

Quran 23:88 

Thus our guidance and instructions must be 
from Allah. Our ambitions and goals must be 
to please Allah. Our success and attainment is 
determined only by Allah the Almighty. 

II. Everything has an intrinsic value only God 
knows of 

“The seven heavens and the earth, and all 
beings therein, declare His glory. There is 
not a thing, but celebrates His praise. Yet 
ye understand not how they declare His 
Glory!” Quran 17:44 

The intrinsic value of all things goes beyond 
their economic or cultural value. Everything 
worships God. If we always keep this in mind 
we will have respect for everything around us. 

III. Nothing in the universe is created in vain 

“We have not created the heavens and the 
earth and all that is between them 
carelessly. We have not created them but 
for truth.” Quran 44:38-39 

Everything has a purpose, whether we know it, 
understand it, perceive it, or not. 

IV. Everything in the universe is part of a 
divine balance 

“And the earth We have spread out; set 
thereon firm mountains; and produced 
therein all kinds of things in due balance.” 

Quran 15:19 

 

V. Humanity is responsible for the care and 
stewardship of the Earth 

“Lo! We offered the trust (of stewardship) 
unto the heavens, the earth and the 
mountains, but they shrank from bearing 
it, so we had mercy upon them and man 
assumed it.” Quran 33:72 

We are all individually responsible as stewards 
of the Earth. The leadership of this trust must 
be undertaken by those who have a proper 
understanding of our role as stewards and 
have the knowledge and skills to deliver. 

VI. Do good in the name of your lord for the 
sake of your lord and not for worldly gain 

“Who so does good, an atom’s weight, will 
see it and whoso does ill, an atom’s 
weight, will see it.” Quran 99: 7-8 

We are required to be agents of God to do 
simply what is right and good. The outcome is 
in the hands of the Almighty. 

VII. Be thankful to God for his bounties and 
do not squander them 

“Lo! The squanderers were ever brethren 
of the devils, and the devil-Satan, is ever 
ungrateful to his Lord.” Quran 17:27 

The greatest way of being grateful to your lord 
for the bounties of this Earth is to respect 
them, honour them, and share them without 
hording or squandering. 

VIII. God’s bounties are the right of all and are 
to be shared equitably 

“Allah enjoins justice; and kindness, and 
giving to kinsfolk, and forbids lewdness 
and evil and iniquity.” Quran 16: 90 

As stewards we must deliver this right to all.  



How do these principals translate into 
our overall roles and regular activities? 

We must lead a life of reflection, 
contemplation, and marvel at the splendor, 
intricacy and beauty of all of God’s creation 
around us. 

We must care for all created beings since we 
have the advantage of thought, understanding, 
wisdom, knowledge, and skill. 

Be thankful and remember that everything has 
a value even if you can’t imagine it and that 
whenever you use something you are benefiting 
from a natural bounty provided by God. 

Our decisions must consider and employ fair 
sustainable benefit and development for all. 

We must always be mindful of our actions. 
Always think about the impact of the decisions 
you make or the actions you take. “Do not cause 
destruction in the Earth after it has been 
rectified” Quran 7:56 

Don’t waste water, energy, food, or land. When 
you do use these natural resources do so with 
moderation and respect. The Prophet 
Mohammad peace be upon him said that even 
when doing our ritual wash before prayer “not 
to waste water even if you are at a river.” 

Be merciful to the creatures around you, your 
home, place of work, or school. Don’t litter. 
Don’t pollute. Don’t destroy natural habits like 
forests, trees, streams, wetlands, ponds, fields. 

There is a well-known story of the woman who 
entered hellfire because she starved a cat. And 
the equally know story of the man who was 
delivered into paradise because he saved a dog 
from dying of thirst. The prophet peace be upon 
him says: “The is reward for doing good to any 

living thing.” Be it a whale or a worm we will be 
rewarded for being kind and merciful to them. 

Finally, just as you would never degrade, 
disrespect, destroy, pollute, or plunder a house 
of God, nor should you do so to the Earth. For 
the Prophet Mohammad peace be upon him 
said:  

“The whole earth has been created as a place of 

worship for me (and my followers), pure and 

clean.” 

What will you do? (Check off & Do it!)  

o Make time to pray and reflect on God’s 

creation in a forest or by the river etc. 

o Educate others about our role as stewards 

and the things on this list 

o Start a greening committee for your 

mosque, school, office 

o Use less polluting forms of transportation 

(e.g., walk, bike, bus) 

o Carpool to work, school, or the mosque 

o Reduce the amount of waste I generate by 

composting, recycling, reusing 

o Turn off lights, appliances, and heating 

when not needed 

o Sign up for alternative energy sources for 

your home or business  

o Dress warmly in the winter and reduce the 

thermostat 

o Donate to environmental action and 

advocacy groups 

o Donate my unwanted clothes, furniture, 

tech, and so on to charity or used stores 

o Take broken electronics and hazardous 

waste to special depots instead of the curb. 

o Eat local seasonal food 

o Eat less to no meat 

o Be more efficient with my water usage 

o Use less paper and paper products 

o Telecommute to work if work allows it 

o Install energy efficient lighting 

o Stop using harmful chemicals on my yard or 

in my house 

o Plant trees in my community 

o Contact business and politicians  

o Have your own great idea? Write & do it! 

 

 

 

 (Great!) Want to do more?

Contact us to get information, get involved, or get 

help to start something of your own. There is a large 

litany of information on Islam and the Environment. 

If you would like information on prepared packages 

for Imams or lecturers please contact us below. 

Omar Mahfoudhi 613-852-6631 
Green Kufi Enviro omar@greenkufi.ca 

greenkufi.ca 

mailto:omar@greenkufi.ca

